than  they enlighten it."     Bishop provides  the following recommendation for
consideration:

"Changes in the relative performance of particular cohorts of children from
p a r^cular states .     Such  a statistic can be constructed by putting scores
from tests administered  in the first and later grades  on a  common metric
(e.g.,   standard deviation units,   grade equivalents  or state  rankings)   and
then  examining how the state performance   on  this   ranking changes  as  grade
level  increases.    While  such comparisons  might be made  from different  tests
given at a point in time,  comparisons would be more valid  if  the   cohort was
held constant.    This would be done by calculating  state rankings on  1st
grade   scores  in  1976 and  then comparing  them to  the  rankings  on 8th grade
scores  in  1984.     Grade equivalents and standard deviation units will produce
different results.     If grade  equivalents  are  to be  reported,   standard
deviation units should be  reported    as well and the difference  between  the
two should be explained.

"Achievement L. J^g-St , jffiores   ( levels and gain jacgresj [that haye^been ad jus ted
for the djimograffhic^ composition pf_ the states '   students.     Another way  of
reducing the  bias problem discussed above is  to estimate  statistical models
predicting achievement as a function of  student background characteristics
using state aggregate data and then report only  the residuals  from such a
model, "

Cronin  rejects use  of SAT measures as a comparative state education  indicator
because   of the demographic differences among students  taking the SAT.

Murnane  reviews  comparability  issues associated with dropout data.     He
recommends that  "NCES should work with the Council  of Chief State School
Officers   (CCSSO)   to develop and implement a uniform methodology for  calculating
dropout rates" and that "NCES  should encourage,   and if possible,   fund studies
that  examine whether dropout  rates as  calculated by applying a  new uniform
methodology to school,  school district, and state level data are close  to
dropout  rates  calculated from longitudinal data on  individual  students,   such as
that provided by High School and Beyond  (HS&B)."

Murnane  also reviews  the difficulties of obtaining  comparable  teacher salary
data.     He  makes  the following recommendation:

"The federal government should publish on an annual basis  comparisons   of
salaries  in teaching with  those in  other occupations.     The comparisons
should be presented separately for each academic  field.     Useful comparisons
would be starting salaries,  and salaries  for individuals with ten years  of
work  experience.    Data on starting salaries are  collected currently by  the
Placement Center of Northwestern University,   and are published by  the
National Educational Association.     Consequently,   it may not be  necessary for
NCES to do all of  the data collection.     In fact,   it may be efficient  to
contract with Northwestern to collect comparable  salary data  for experienced
workers.     However accomplished,   it  is  important  that annual data  be
available  to assess trends  in  the salaries  of beginning teachers  and
experienced teachers  relative to salaries in other occupations.11

06Population Survey)   dropout  rate  data,   conclude   that
